
Agile in a world of unexpected changes.



Together with our experienced 
team, combined with the backing 
of a strong professional network, 
we provide a high level of tax 
advisory services and expert 
support throughout tax disputes 
and investigations. 

“
“
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The tax system is complex, and becoming more so. Drawing on over 100 years’ 
combined experience, Obsidian helps businesses and high net-worth individuals avoid the 
pitfalls, take advantage of the generous reliefs provided by the tax system and safeguard 
their assets.

Obsidian was founded in 2016, and is led by Tom 
Moore, Faisal Sattar, Lucas Harding-Cox and David 

Santaney.

Tom began his career supporting Treasury ministers on 
matters relating to the Chancellor’s Budget, before 
holding positions with firms including Grant Thornton, 
PwC, Duncan & Toplis and Haines Watts. His 30-year 
career has been spent exclusively in the field of tax.

Faisal is a seasoned entrepreneur with over a decade’s 
experience in the sector. Through his many business 
interests, which include health clubs and property 
development, he has a unique grasp of the needs of, 
and challenges faced by, business owners. 

Lucas brings over 20 years of tax advisory experience at 

PwC, working with both private individuals and owner 

managed businesses to solve complex tax issues. 

David began his career at Thomson McLintock and Co. 

(now KPMG) and has over 30 years experience in the 

pensions advisory sector. He has detailed knowledge of 

the operation, regulation and legislation surrounding all 

types of pension scheme's with a particular focus on 

Small Self Administered Scheme's for business owners.

Experience has taught us the value of collaboration. 
Together with our experienced team, combined with 
the backing of a strong professional network, we 
provide a high level of tax advisory services and expert 
support throughout tax disputes and investigations. 

Our challenge is to work within the boundaries set by 
HMRC to find ways for our clients to minimise tax 
costs and achieve their commercial or personal 
objectives. We’re well versed in the commercial and 
tax issues faced by high net-worth individuals and 
corporate clients and use a combination of  technical 
expertise and creative thinking to untangle the most 
complex problems. 

Our Story
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The UK tax system is such that, without the right advice, even  
simple transactions can come with unintended tax costs. But for 
those who understand how to access them, it also offers an  
abundance of reliefs, concessions and exemptions.

We work with our clients to help 
them take advantage of the 
available reliefs and pay no more 
than the minimum intended tax 
cost. No matter how complex 
the situation or challenge, we’ll 
work together to achieve the best 
possible outcome.

Our service complements, rather 
than competes with, that of 
traditional accountancy firms.  
We don’t deal with accounts or  
tax returns. Rather, our sole aim is 
to guide businesses and individuals 
through the maze that is today’s  
tax system. 

Our services
Our services encompass advice 
on all UK direct taxes as well as 
tax disputes and investigations.
We regularly work with clients who 
are starting, selling, expanding or 
restructuring a business or group 
of companies, as well as those who 
are looking to pass on their wealth, 
invest in a tax incentivised manner 
or provide for retirement. 

In every case, our service begins 
with a thorough analysis of the 
client’s position and requirements, 
leading to a comprehensive 
implementation plan. Fixed-fee 
quotes at the start of all projects 
ensure there are no unpleasant 
surprises further down the line.

Our Philosophy



Tax advice that keeps you ahead.

Our Philosophy
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No matter how 
complex the situation 
or challenge, we’ll work 
together to achieve the 
best possible outcome.

“

“
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Protecting Wealth,
Maintaining Control

Pension Administration
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Obsidian Pension Administration Limited (OPAL) is a specialist 
division within the Obsidian stable, dedicated specifically to 
the operation of Small Self-Administered Pension Schemes 
(SSAS’s) for business owners.      

Having been in in existence since 

the mid 1970s we passionately 

believe that SSAS’s are still a 

relevant, integral part of the 

wider tax planning opportunities 

for business owners. 

SSAS’s are a significantly 

important tool to help business 

owners provide for retirement, 

whilst protecting wealth for 

future generations.

We deliver a personalised, 

pragmatic service with a 

dedication to embracing 

technology, creating optimal 

client experience and ensuring 

schemes keep within HMRC 

regulations.  

All of our SSAS’s are administered 

in house and are overseen by our 

Directors who have many years’ 

experience of both the technical 

aspect of SSAS’s as well as meeting 

the commercial objectives of 

clients. 

OPAL is an authorised Scheme 

Administrator with HMRC and 

undertakes all Administration 

responsibilities for clients. We do 

not provide regulated investment 

or Financial Planning advice but do 

provide detailed technical advice 

on all aspects of SSAS’s.

Our SSAS clients originate by way 

of referrals from our professional 

network of Accountants, Solicitors, 

Financial Advisers, Fund managers, 

Investment Managers and 

Property Managers.

Obsidian Pension Administration

P e n s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

SSAS’s are a 
significantly 
important tool to 
help business 
owners provide for 
retirement, whilst 
protecting wealth 
for future 
generations.

“

“



Introducing Nexus
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Working together to drive 
your business forward.



Introducing Obsidian Nexus; an innovative networking platform for 
accountants, lawyers and financial advisors. Put simply, Nexus is a 
way to share expertise, provide access to valuable resources and 
facilitate better communication and collaboration.

Nexus gives you access to a regular 
news stream, events and annual 
conference plus, over time, a library 
of tax resources. More than that, 
it grants access to TaxSpace – a 
set of tools that enables better 
communication, collaboration and 
project management.

Why? Our internal process is to 
approach each problem as a group. 
It occurred to us that there’s no 
reason why we can’t work with 
our introducer firms in the same 
way. Imagine how powerful we 
could be if we could combine our 
knowledge of the tax system 

with the expertise of the likes of 
lawyers, barristers, accountants, 
valuers, financial advisors, property 
experts etc. Together, we have that 
opportunity.

Access to a powerful 
platform combining 
knowledge and a 
strategic partnership 
to create success for 
your clients.

“

“
Our network for professionals 
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n e x u s
Expanding your capabilities



Obsidian Black is our network for direct clients. It provides 
the same benefits and collaborative opportunities as Obsidian 
Nexus but with resources that are tailored towards your 
specific requirements. 

As a member of Obsidian Black, 
you’ll be provided with access 
to a suite of facilities including a 
regular news stream, invitations 
to events, conferences and 
workshops, plus a growing library 
of useful reference documents. It’s 
our way of keeping you informed 
and adding extra value to the 
service we provide. 

It also gives you access to 
TaxSpace, an innovative platform 
we’ve designed to facilitate better 
communication, collaboration and 
project management.

On one level, Obsidian 
Nexus and Obsidian 
Black are networks; 
platforms on which to 
transact. In fact, they 
have the power to 
become so much more. 

“

“
Our direct-client network

www.obsidiantax.com    

B L A C K
A wealth of opportunity



Introducing Black
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Helping you through 
financial storms.



Staying in tune to deliver results.
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Introducing TaxSpace



We strongly believe that the quality of communication – between 
colleagues, with introducers, and with clients – has a direct effect 
on the quality of the output. TaxSpace is a concept born out of 
that belief.  

In our experience, large firms don’t 
really encourage collaborative 
thinking in the way that they should. 
Their systems and culture just aren’t 
set up that way. In contrast, our 
collaborative approach to tax issues 
is what sets Obsidian apart. Gaining 
additional perspective on a problem 
is powerful. Through TaxSpace, 
we open up that forum to our 
introducers and direct-clients.

To collaborate, you need effective 
communication, and experience 
has taught us that just talking isn’t 
enough. People understand concepts 
better, and can think more creatively, 

when they can see them. The 
humble flipchart is one of the most 
powerful tools in our arsenal.

TaxSpace has three core elements;  
a communication platform that 
brings the right people, information 
and tools together; an online project-
management system to keep you 
informed; and a video-conferencing 
facility with a smart whiteboard that 
helps bring communication to life.

Two heads are better than one, and 
three are better than two. By pooling 
our thoughts, our experience, our 
specialist knowledge, we can achieve 
remarkable results.  

Starting smarter conversations
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Tax Space
Smarter Connections. Better Decisions.

Gaining additional 
perspective on a 
problem is powerful. 
Through TaxSpace, 
we open up that 
forum to our 
introducers and 
direct-clients.

“

“
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